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«Bythe King. 


A Proclamanon for cleanſing theRiuerof Thames ofSheluesand 
Annoyances,and for — of Ships with the Sand and Grauellthereof. 


conſideration, that þ keeping of the Riuer of Thames nauigable,and 
free from Shelues andother annoiances, (being the pzincipall River 
11 ofthe Kingdome ) is abuſineſſe that much impozteth not onely the 
| benefit of His Citic of London, but the harbour and ſafety of His Ma- 
41 teſties Naw, andotherwiſe the common good of the Realme; outof - 
[| HisPaincely care thereof,and accozding toa Statute intheſeuenand 
twentieth yeare of King Henry the eight, made foz pzeſeruation 
altheſar Miner of Lhames, hath been pleaſed by all good and effectuall meanes topzoutde fo; 
theconſeruation of the ſame. 
And conſidering that the cleanſing of the ſaid Riner is a wozk ofgreat burthen andcharge. 
and that the ballaſting of Ships and other Ueſſels riding and harbouring inthe ſame, and the 
diſpoling ofthe Grauell, Sand and ſolle thereof,is an intereſt pzoperly belongtng to His Pa- 
teſie, and thata conſtant Uent andimployment of the ſaid Riner-Sand and Grauell foz bal- 
laſting of Ships, would much enconrage and aduance the enterpaiſe of cleanſing and freeing 
ofthe ſame Riuer from the damages and annotances wherewithoflate times itis much ſtrait. 
nedandimpatired , eſpecially neere tothe ſacd Citie, by reaſon that all the Dzainesandcommon 
Sewers thereof doe fall into the ſame ; His Mateſttie to that end and purpoſe in June laſt, by 
Letters Patents vnder His great Seale of England , did grant power and pziniledge to 
Thomas Smith Eſquire, His Pateſties Receiuer generall of His Dutchy of Coznwall,and others, 
fo: acertaine Terme of yeares, and vnder a yearely Rent to His Pateſtie, by them oz their de- 
puties, Agents and wozkmen in all places within the ſaid Riuer (being to the damage oz an- 
noyance of the ſame) todigge and take vp theſaid Grauel, Sand and Sotle byſuch wayes and 
meanes as they (hould think fit,and toſell and diſpoſe ofthe ſame , to, and foz the ballaſting ofall 
Ships and other Ueſſels,which ſhould haue occaſion to vſe Ballaſt within the ſaid Riuer,at 
fuch moderate Rates, as Riner Ballaſt was then and fozmerly had been vſually ſold foz, with 
fundzy other pzoutſions thereinmade foz the good ofthe ſaidRiner, and benefit and'accommoda- 


tion ofſhipping there. 
His Patelkie therekoze oz the better execution of the ſatd Statute (which hath beene long neg- 


lected)and foz the aduancement of a wozkeof ſo great impoztance,as the cleanſing and conſerua- - 
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tion of the law Riner of Thames, accozding to the intent of theſaty Statute, andHisPateſties / | 
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(aid Grant, And to theendthat allHisloning Dublects may take knowledge of His pleaſiire DN 


theretn,doth hereby erpzeſſely will and command that the ſame Statute , and the ſenerall bzan- 
ches thereof, be hereafter duely obſerued and kept, of, and by all His Mateſties Dubiects whom 
itmap any way concerne, bnder the fozfeitures and penalties therein contained. 

And His Pateſtie doth hereby further ſtraightly charge and command all Paſters and 
Owners of Ships and other Ueſlels whatſoener, that ſhall haue vie of Ballaſt within the ſayd 
Riner, That whileſt theſaidRiuer-ballaſtmay be had at theſaidrates, and Will as ſufficiently 
lernethe turne , they doe not buy 02 recetne any Ballaſt foz ballaſting their Ships o: Ueſſels 
.” within the ſaidRtuer, of, oz from any perſon 02 perſons, other then the ſaid Thomas Smith, and 
other His Mateſties (aid Farmours , vnleſle that they thall not be able vpon connenient re- 
queſt to furniſh them with Riuer Ballaſt , in which caſe onely it ſhall belawfull foz the ſaivdPa- 
ſtersand Owners of Ships fo: that time aloneandno longer, to pzomde them elſewhere. 

And His Pateſtie erpzeſſely fozbiddeth all other perſons whatſoener , to ſell oz btter any the 
Granell, Dand,o2 Soile of theſaid Riuer foz the ballaſting of Ships o: Ueſſels within the ſame 
Riner, without the licence 02 conſent of His Palteſti:s ſaid Leſſees during their ſaid Terme, 
whom he hath bound tobe p:ouided of conznient Wharfes , and to haue alwayes in readineſſe 
ſufficient quantitie of Ballaſt inine:i places of che banks of the ſaid Rinerfozdzying and dzain- 
ing of the ſame, whereby tt may be fit fozba:latingof Shipsoz Urcſſels that ſhall beladen with 
Clothes o2 other dzy goods oz Y:rc)andizes, and to haue Lighters of all ſozts inſfly gaged and 
marked fo: theirbigneſſe and burthen, whereby che buyers of the ſame Ballaſt may not be de- 
cetued in thetuſt quantitie and w:tght t{1ereof, and to deliner the ſame Grauell andSand vnto 
the ſaid Ships oz Ueſſels at ſuch pzop:-r places foz takingin of the ſame , as may be fit, accozding 
tothe ſeuerall burthens and qualicies of the ſaidDSyztpping. And of this His Mateſties royall 
will and commandement Hee crp:eſſely chargeth 2il His louing Dubiects whom it may con- 
cerne, to takenotice, and from hencefoo2th to confo2:nethemſelues thereunto, vnder the paines, 
penalties, and fozfeitrres, pzoutided by th: ſaid Diatute, and vpon ſuch further puniſhments as 
by the Lawes oz Dtatutesof the Realmc , 02 otherwiſe may be inflicted on ſuch offenders as 
(hallbe found to contemne 02 neglect th: ſame. 

And His Maieftte doth hereby Will , require and command, aſwell all Yuſtices of Peace, 
Patozs,Sherilfes, Batliff:s, Culiomers, C9:uptrollers, Searchers, aadother His Officers 
and Pintſters, of, oz belongingtothe Pozt of London, oz any the members thereof, as alſo the 
Paſter, wardens,and Aſſiſtants of tize Trinitie houſe of Deprtord Strond,thatthey andeuery 
of them intheir ſenerall offices and places rcſpectinely , from time to time hereafcer , vpon the 
reaſonable requeſt of His Pateſties ſaid Farmours, thetr deputies 02 agents, be aiding, fanour- 
tng, and aſſiſting vnto themin the due accompliſhment of the P:emilſes, as they tender His 
Paleſties pleaſure therein, And ths ſhall be their warrant in that behalfe. 


Given at Our Court at Windſor the cight and twentieth day of Nouember, in he twelfth yeere of 
Our Raigne, ofEngland, Scotland, Francc,and Ircland. 


God faucthe King. 


C Imprintedat London by Ropz=T Banxzx, Printer tothe Kings molt Excellene | 
Maicſtic: And by the Alsignes of Lou n BiuL, 1636, 
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